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it aimed only at their external subjugation. Islam
pushed this policy to extreme limits* In India, for
example, the old rights were celebrated in the temples,
under Muslim rule."3 In his account, on the conquest
of Spain, Dozy extols the importance of this tolerance
and says : " The state of the Christians, under Muslim
rule, was not the cause of much discontent if compared
with the past. The Arabs, moreover, were very tole-
rant ; they did not harass anybody in matters of
religion. For this the Christians were grateful to
the Arabs ; they praised the tolerance and justice
of the conquerors and preferred their rule to that of
the Germans and Franks."4 In short, tolerance was a
firmly established principle of Muslim policy, dating
from the time of the Prophet himself ; it was after-
wards pushed to limits which may have exceeded the
imagination of the Prophet and his first successors.
This tolerance, although proportional and depend-
ent on obtaining religious liberty through the payment
of tribute, was, nevertheless, a new phenomenon in
ages whose annals were stained with episodes of re-
ligious persecution, and where religious discord and
strife were only suppressed with much bloodshed.
The State imposed its religion on the sovereign and
the subject dike ; it did not content itself with out-
ward faith and rites ; its tyranny comprised not only
the scope of public life, but was pushed into the most
inward circumstances of private life. This policy did
much to sap the forces of the Eastern Roman Empire
and to undermine its social structure ; it had also
its destructive effects on the Persian Empire. The
Muslim State, on the contrary, had realized since its
rise the value of tolerance. Tolerance was its arm to
conquer the sympathy of peoples and societies, harass-
ed under the old regime by religious persecution, and
at the same time bent under the burden of heavy
taxation and extortion and pillage which were generally
committed in the name of religion.